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FALL ARTS PREVIEW
ART & An enormous expanse of glass greets you at the entrance, bet-
CULTURE ting natural light pour in—or, if you visit during the evening
What's Next hours, ‘scmng' the muscum off in an ethereal glow. )
at the Mint Dafgxdb.yndu_tmmc!tMadxaofLondaLm-c wings sig-
U mnuclsthlcmy atrium, which allows for open scating areas, an
expanded library and muscum store—and, best of all, art from
* Through cvery angle. Five glass bridges span the three-story atrium, but
March 13, 2011 your cye is immediatcly drawn to the well-placed art. Ryan
“Contemporary i McGinness’s painting “Art History Is Not Lincar” hangs in the
British Studio ) entrance, and Barry Flanagan’s gilded bronze “Large Leaping
CeramicsiThe Hare" sits on a landing overlooking the adjacent neighborhood.
CoraeriE am by Gabrise Kock, || Ororer Collection” The sprawling glass walls allow the McGlothlin Wing to
¢ blend secamlessly with the newly designed E. Clhibomne and
of our European art collections, | * Through i Lora Robins Sculpture Garden, a gently sloping three-and-a-
which allowed us o narrow the 'Aprll 35,201 i half-acre space that includes reflecting pools, sculpeure and
new facllity’s permanent col- New Visions: : ornamental trees.
lection to be more focused in ::“‘emp‘:’:y
- e aear ke ot ) THE MINT MUSEUM IS MOVING ON UP—UPTOWN,
3 ;’:Mon“m,mmw of America § that s I mcw fve-story; 145,000-square-foot space will be rnesled
Q&A in Her Own andaliowsyoutoseeboth | Collection® : et L T o e G
. focations. It really aliows you to ‘ temporary Britith Studio Ceramics: The Grainer Collection.”
Words: Museum Director uiwneimewdsoere | - opening :
connections between all these | Nov.S,2010 U H U
Katl'.leen Jameson different types of art and really | “Vantage Point IX: ; Thls fa"a't:lﬂere s no Shonatge 'mit.moum-
We sat down with the director herself to discuss her ::m:‘::pm’ oneof | lanetBiggs : watering museums to vis
thoughts on the'new museum location and what it with as many entry points as - Opening : Now locaed in the heart of C e N.C} business dis-
means for the Mint as a whole. possible into our collection. Aprll 2,2011 ) trict, the new building will be part of the Levine Center for
What excites you the most activities, Most importantly, | Now that the new museum “Attitude and P the Ars, and will house the collections from the Mint Museum
about having the new mu- am excited that this new facility  jocation is open, whatls | Alchemy: The ¢
seum in Uptown? allows us to put our collections  poxt on your agenda? Metalworkof Gary
I love that this building isright  in an entirely new light, and While we've beensofocused | LeeNoffke” ¢
In the heart of everything. It bring pleces out of storage on the excitement surround- é
glves our museum greater that have been out of public Ing the opening, there is 5o * Opening ¥
vislbiiity in the communtty. viewforaverylongtimeand  mych to celebrate thatgoes | May 7, 2011 z
The facllity was also really reintroduce them to audiences il beyond our openingday. | “From New Yorkto :
well thought m“f’:‘&:’ old and new. Nextyearisthe 75thanniver- | Comrymore to the s
o sca whichar.  Mowarethetwolocations o7 erhesunbuse N | SURC e & of Craft + Design along with the American art and contem-
lows us to accommodate such  differentin tarms of what Bearden, which Is going to be I = § porary art collections. The Mint Museum Randolph (formerly
awide range of events and they offer the public? celebrat;dcirywlde We'll be o s il the Mint Museum of Art) retains its current location in the
The Randolph Road location Is - * Opening ¢ g e Dreim ek e e —
1ill the home base for all of our 90192 big exhibltion L Sept.3,201 £ 3 g neighbo »and will undergo 2 complete
:ummer camps and children’s work to coincide with that. ‘Romare Bearden: < ] Lation next year.
art classes. It has free parking We're also developing an Southern ; i Our fncndly neighbors .to_lhc north .cdebn}cd the ju?u-
andis very accessible to the exhibit with video artist Janet | Recollections” : § ary unveiling of the monolnhlc‘ glass, patinaed zinc and sain-
many famllies who don't live Biggs ""Ut will look at NASCAR, 3 i less steel Art Gallery of Alberta in Edmonton. Designed by Los
in uplown or stay near uptown and were doing a Chanel ex- I « Opening e i Angeles architect Randall Stout and located prominently in
when they visit and may not hlbix'al the Randoipivocation. | Jan. 28,2012 N = the downtown arts district on Sir Winston Churchill Square,
venture this way as often, Ran- That's the great thing about *Double Solitalre: £ the new gallery greets you with striking. angular windows that
dolph also remains the home ha\:lhnegtbv;oloutih:wns—itgtves | The Surresl Wortds > contrast a winding steel ribbon, which references the North
of our Alrican art, Aslan art,Na. s theabllitytohavesome: | o(ay sage and 5 Saskatchewan River and Aurora Borealis. Once you're done
tive American art and the bulk thing new to offer our visitors | Yves Tanguy” a el ior. walk inside . its light-Glled
every few months, S ng in its exterior, to experience its light
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What Now for
the Mint?

After decades of planning and drcaming, the Mint
Muscum finally has a fancy new uptown location
all its own. Now new leader Kathleen Jameson is
challenged with building a museum to match

BY RICHARD MAS '

18 cuantoTiEm

has a spectacular
view from heroffice inthe new Mint Muse
uni. A fleor-to-ceiling window reveals St
Peter's Catholic Church, the Gantt Cen-
ter, and an outdoor plaza on South Tryon
Strect shaded by elmtrees. The office itself
is less exciting:oft-white walls, gray carpet,
dark furniture-—no books, photos, or art
wark. In mid-July, two weeks on the job,
the Mints new executive director has yet
to put a personal stamp on her workspace.
Just steps away, blank spaces arc being
gobbled up. With quict eMiciency, the ex
hibition staft fills gallerics-—-putting paint-
ings on walls, sculptures on stands, crafy
objects in plastic cases. The moving of
7,000 objects progressed through the sum
merin preparation for the day now at hand,
Octaber 1, when the lust of the four cultural
institutions comprising the Levine Center
for the Arts opens to the public.
For almost two decades, Mint officials
and supporters labored for this moment.

aruason Sl allows us 10 tah e slon s
we had (o gay ‘o lo 1 the pasy says Mint
Executive Difncior Katbleen Jameson. * It

what v can thos

European and contempotary art fiom the
Munt Musewn on Randolph Read The
Randolph locatron will comunue (u s
e e et 218l e sofa
With the opening of he Rew mustum

the Nink's 1otal combuned square footage
hat grow by more dhan 60 percent, making
room for major traseling cabibils as well s
more Rorku from the i

J0in the Mint 10 form the 1 ine Center for
the Arts. The Deshiler Museum of Modern
At the ilarvey B Gani Centes for Afiiean
Amanin Ans + Coleart and John § and
James | Knight Theater. The Min building
was designed by the Dosion aftutecaural
Hirm Muchado and Silkeur

Virnors can tour wu trangural chibuts al
the Mint Muscum Uplown “Conterporary
Dritish Studia Ceramics The Gianer Cole
™ b v iy Mg Mah 911
“New Visions: Contemporary Musteruorks
from the Thunk of Amena Collection™ runs
through Apil 2011

In & founth Aoor gallery weeks before
opening day, Minl curator of conlewporary
ant Carla Manzal lified the 11 of a wcden

e for a peck at Gilliamy

Enghily colored “Blum ing ™

I among mare than 10

works Huaral chose from the

Bank of America Collection
ey Which s widely regurded as
[P T Y A —
<ovporstc ant collectioans

In chootiny works fot the “New Viunas™
exhibit. lanual says she fovused oo aruss

whaly

almost ke n wall relef, and with Ielen
Frankenthaler, who poured paint directly
ot the camvas - creating pools of color
withons the middleman of  bruah

Works by Gillam, Fankeothaler and
others in the “New Visieas™ exhibil span
a penoa from |45 (o the prewo! and
show remarkable iyhyuc and gecgraphic
dnenity

on in American an dunng a
nime swhen 1 really suried

- Aourishing and becoming
importuat in the eontemporary
‘ w1 movement,” sxys Allen
fires Dleving, seruor vice prosident
and director of an sl beritsge programs

41 Dank of America 11y going to be an
Ineredile show

Besides having oo 1 diplay more an
the upioun Mo capands the muscum's feach
1 ether uzns There are painbng and ceesm
ot e, 508, 8 Fi et g sk
& spocial vt pavilion with aq cutdoot
Vetce Fonkids there’ an ioteractive family
gallery with origual an plus 3 Romare

Ko loager will the museum bave 10 furn
rwey mayor extubits becaiac the loading
dack and freight ehevator are 100 smull The
fise-story, $56 million uptown Min( wss
builh through public Brd pivate coxperation
a5 wete the other hree culiaral facilves that

painting or kulphure can be “At the end of
the |9th and begunning of the 20 ceoturirs.
antints like Picasso and Césanne approached
]

] 3 A T
arsas like Gillw, who treated the canvas

y can Wrurm b guitar,
ook or plant dungs 10 garden

1 gives us more doors 10 o< 10 mere
feople,” Jameson says ~That’s the beatry
. Vo v
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® is the huge Robert Haywood

At Last, the Mint  Gmomemmsme e

with two monumenta), colorful abstract pantings from the Bank

’ e e et g o e Suipact ot sy
i i Sam Frands on the cast. Elevators rise lleri y es

With the opening of the new Mint Museum, e e e e Gl eba Jeve. The permancal cotec-  the changing exbiton galey tothe
the cultural campus is complete Besides an auditorium and classrooms, the entry level has tion, with its destinctly inter- right. :o:: s Joan n;tmm si.:u

a famdy galiery for parents and children from elghteen months national feel, is to the left ng Wm el

i = - . 10 ten years. There's art, activities for kids and parents, and Al the entrance 4 3 Blown Deborah s uncannily

WITITALL THE HOOPLA over the Bechtler (we plead guilty as 3 mwal and interactive playhouse based on the work of and stacked glass sculpture sculpture of & horse, made out of lead.
charged), Discovery Place, and that one with the cars, we don't Charlotte-born artist Romare Bearden by American artist Danny

Lane commissioned by the
Founders' Cirde. Going coun-
terciockwise, the coliection

blame you if you forgot about the grand dame of them all: the
Mint Muscum of Art. But come Friday, October 1, it’s time to
cut the ribbon, let the dignitaries speechify, and listen for the

crowd’s cheers. Designed by Machado and Silvetti Associates of mwm’;:m
Boston, this new home for North Caroling’s first art muscum Don't miss the reinstalled
puts the Mint Museum of Art and the Mint Museum of Craft + 6,600-pound ghass Libensky
Design under the same roof for the first time and dramatically Wall, created by husband and
incrcases exhibition space. In other words, you really shouldn't ‘L'm Q“:mw
delay a visit. Here's what you need to know before setting foot m and moved from
inside the brand-new space. —Richard Maschal the North Tryon faciity, Look
from the side and become

1031 in & universe of bubbles.

a cascade of
steps (thirty-six of them) from the
street to the front door of through
the double doors to the right and
ride the glass efevator. H you park
underground, elevators wil take you
to the lobby

Exght levels of parking for the
cultural campus, as wed 35 other
buiidings, burrow beneath the torty-
eight-story Duke Energy Center
Enter off Stonewall or College
streets. Muscum visitors get a spe- ~
cial rate. Bring your parking ticket to \\
the lobby for vakidation

As of Sunday, October 3, both 1
Mint locatians, uptown and Randeiph ~~ a8
Road, will harve new-and the same- - )
hours: Tuesday, 10 am.-9 pm -
{free S pm.-9 pm); Wednesday- r
Saturday, 10 am..4 p.m (untl
9 pm_on the first Friday of the - |

month, Sunday, 1-5 p.m, Admission = . i
is 510 for adults, 58 for students % 3 £3 >
with an D and sendors 65 and older, 1 ‘5 .
$5 for childen ages five 1o seven, N i _ gu o is the Mint
and free for members and those o .4_3 Tt oneof Museum of Art, featuring the
four and younger. mintmuseum.org. in the depths of the gg 5 ; the opening exhibits, American art hoidings. Start to the
704-337.2000. underground parking. but criatto £« ag Cmm.: Studio left, where the permanent collection
d“:(k":vs;emml?&mabw i’ ﬁg Collection, fs the chang- ' ly.
tor traller and on 3t elevator seven- 555 £f ingexhbi space. R includes Mixed in with paintings are decorative
teen fect deep-a vast improvernent & gg té work by ahoglyloo amst_s. arts, Wue, and coghxms: a child’s
over Randolph Road. Without i, the 7 y inchuding classicrt Lucie Rie wool knit bathing suit from the earty
museum never Couid have loaded éb‘; ] ) More cutting-edge artists 20th century near Willism Glackens's
In Frank Stella's fifteen-foot-ong igg §§ Jukgn Stair and Kate Malone, soaside painting Goed Harbor Beach.
Damascus Gate ¥, which is part of erp Z" as well a3 3 selection of what See, 100, Evening of the Gray Cat
the opening extibition. égs S5 the Bants call "honest pots™- in a gallery devoted to Romare
i‘;f; §§ works based on function. Bearden, and Kahinde Wiley's tower- Prap the Far 2004
3;3 3 Puttored T Farm 1991 ing pertralt Philip the Fair. Eabeiesy

| Gabricke Koth
OCTOBER 2010 8 CHARLOTIE 23
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visual/performing arts

Museum complex comes

to life along Tryon Street

Charlotte’s year of museumn openings climaxes
this week with the Mint Museum unveiling its new
uptown digs, the [ast attraction for the Duke Energy
Cultural Campus on South Tryon Street.

It joins the Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-
American Arts + Culture and the Bechtler Museum
>f Modern Art, which have opened their doors over
the last year, making South Tryon Street the (ocal
soint for the city’s burgeoning visual arts scene.

With four stories of glass enclosing an atrium, the
1ew Mint Museum in Center City opens with “New

Visions: Contemporary Masterworks from the Bank
»f America Collection,” with 60 paintings, sculptures
ind photographs by famed American artists such as
obert Rauschenberg and Deborah Butterfield.

For the Mint Museum of Craft + Design, which will
re under the same roof as the fine-art side for the

irst time, the opening exhibit will be “Contemporary
¥ritish Studio Ceramics: The Grainer Collection,”
caturing the work of 100 artists, the first major show
»f such work in either the United States or Great Brit-
an.

Spacious galleries and meeting spaces have been
lesigned into the new Mint, a five-story, $60-million

TODD SUMUIN - tsumin@chaslotteobserver.com
The Royal Blue Mint Chandelier by Dale Chihuly at
the Mint Museum Uptown is made up of hundreds
of delicate, asymmatrical glass pleces.

tion. Galleries in the Mint's old building on Ran-
dolph Road will featuré ceramics, art of the ancient
Americas, and historic costume and fashionable
dress collections.
Also part of the Cultural Campus is the Knight
£
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Regional Theater

FORT MILL COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE:
615 Banks St., Fort Mill. 803-548-
8102. www.fortmillplayhouse.org.
LITTLE THEATRE OF GASTONIA: 238 S.
Clay St., Gastonia. 704-865-0160.
www.littletheaterofgastonia.com.
MATTHEWS PLAYHOUSE: 100 McDowell
St., Matthews. 704-846-8343,
www.matthewsplayhouse.com.

Museums

BECHTLER MUSEUM OF MODERN ART:
420 S. Tryon St. 704-353-9200.
www.bechtler.org.

CHARLOTTE MUSEUM OF HISTORY:
3500 Shamrock Drive. 704-568-1774.
www.charlottemuseum.org.
DISCOVERY PLACE: 301 N. Tryon St.
704-372-6261. www.discoveryplace-
Org.

HARVEY B. GANTT CENTER FOR AFRI-
CAN-AMERICAN ARTS + CULTURE: 551
S. Tryon St. 704-547-3700.
www.ganttcenter.org.

LEVINE MUSEUM OF THE NEW SOUTH:
200 E. Seventh St. 704-333-1887,
www.museumofthenewsouth.org.

ARTS

w from 37

Theater, the main venue for Lthe N.C.
Dance Theater.

With an orchestra pit that can ac-
commodate 65 musicians, the auditori-
um has a stage two-thirds the size of
the Belk Theater's and provides an in-
termediate-size venue between the
2,100-seat Belk and the 430-seat Booth
Playhouse. “Dracula,” a ballet with fly-

ing bats, opensOct. 8.

This year's “Broadway Lights" series
from the Blumenthal Performing Arts

* Center will offer “9to 5,” “Dreamgils,”

“Shrek the Musical” and “Young Fran-
kenstein” this season.

A new music director - British mae-,
stro Christopher Warren-Green - is at’

the helm of the Charlotte Symphony
Orchestra. Pianist Natasha Paremski
appears in October, taking on Rachma-
ninofl’s “Piano Concerto No. 2" and
Bernstein's “Candide Overture.”
Opera Cavolina will offer “Cosi Fan

o L T e R )
MINT MUSEUM OF ART: Set to open
uptown Oct. 1, 500 S. Tryon St. Its
longtime home at 2730 Randolph
Road remains open. 704-337-2000.
www.themintmuseums.org.

NASCAR HALL OF FAME: 400 E.
Martin Luther King Jr. Bivd. 704-
654-4400. www.nascarhall.com

Multipurpose

BLUMENTHAL PERFORMING ARTS
CENTER: 130 N. Tryon St. 704-372-
1000. www.blumenthalcenter.org.
KNIGHT THEATER: South Tryon
Street at First Street.
www.blumenthalcenter.org.
OVENS AUDITORIUM: 2700 E. In-
dependence Blvd. 704-372-3600.
www.ovensauditorium.com.
SPIRIT SQUARE: Multi-arts site. 345
N. College St. 704-372-1000.
www.carolinatix.org.

Fundraising, arts education
ARTS & SCIENCE COUNCIL: 704-333-
2272, www.artsandscience.org.
MCCOLL CENTER FOR VISUAL ART:
721 N. Tryon St. 704-332-5535.
www.mccollcenter.org.

Tutte,” “La Traviata” and the Gilbert
and Sullivan classic “H.M.S. Pinafore”
this ‘'season.

Children's Theatre of Charlotte does
a range of programming for audiences
from 3 years old to the teen years and
their families.

On this year's schedule is “If You
Take A Mouse To School,” based on
one of Laura Numeroff's books for the
young sel and an adaption of William
Golding's novel “Lord of the Flies" for
middle and high school ages.

Actor's Theatre of Charlotte produc-
es provocative works by contemporary
playwrights. Among its upcoming co-
medic offerings are “Becky's New' Car,”
about a woman in a midlife crisis, and
“Every Christmas Story Ever Told (and
then some),” a holiday satire,

Theatre Charlotte enters its 83rd
season as the North Carolina's oldest
continually producing theater. This
scason it is home to “Steel Magnolias,”
“The Glass Mcnageric” and “Rent.”

Mark is a columnist for the Observer.
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